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By Joe Fareed 
By the second week of school, studentsõ love for the 
church parking spots were long gone. 
 
Many bought spots for $150 or won the parking 
lottery by only paying $5. The Church parking 
spots are ideal for students because it is the short-
est walk to the school which is beneficial during 
rain and snowfall. 
 
The gate blocking the pathway from the church lot 
to the side doors of the school is usually open, but 

after the second week of school, students were 
surprised to see the gate closed. It caused students 
to walk down towards Albany Post Road which 
they were very opposed to because they paid a 
large amount of money for a spot close to the 
school. 
 
Their walk now rivals the distance from the D lot 
to the school. Senior Mairead Kelly feels that the 
gate being closed is òa total inconvenienceó and is 
òextremely unhappyó about the whole situation.   
 
Mr. Mackinõs reasoning for the blocking of the 
walkway was that the town of Buchanan was get-
ting a number of complaints from homeowners 
about people speeding, blocking driveways, and 
turning onto lawns on the mornings of school days. 
 
Administration also believes that the gate caused 
an issue with student safety. Mr. Mackin says òthe 
decision was made by me to help the town of Bu-
chanan, respect the residents of Seward Street, and 
also secure the campusé while maintaining an 
environment that is friendlyó. He illustrates that 
the school must preserve the one-way-in, one-way-
out policy for the safety of students without mak-
ing students feel as if they were trapped in the 
school. Despite efforts to avoid students feeling 
imprisoned, senior Nicole Kaufman feels as though 
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By Madison Highbloom 

Senior Pamela Loh, captain of the Hen Hud Volley-

ball team, has been a force to be reckoned with in 

Section 1 Athletics. 

 
Loh started playing volleyball when she was nine 
years old after watching her two older sisters play. 
She got pulled up to varsity as a freshman due to 
her dominant skills on the court and her influence 
in the game. 
 
Because of her success at the high school level, Loh 
has committed to play Division 1 Volleyball at 
Rider University. She said, òI knew I wanted to 
play at the next level ever since I started playing 
for my travel club team. The level of play and com-
petition made me realize that volleyball was a chal-
lenge I loved and wanted to try to be the best I can  
Cont. on page 2 

Senior Sailor Spotlight: Pamela Loh 

The Closing of the Gate 

The Farmerôs Almanac is 
 predicting even more rain  
for our soaked region.  
There is a chance for some snow 
the last three 
weeks of 
December, 
but it might be 
washed away 
by rain before 
anyone gets 
to ski. Overall ,weôre  
looking at less snow  
and warmer temps this  
winter. 
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they are con-
fined into the 
school from the 
gate being 
closed. 
 
Out of anger, 
rebellious stu-
dents saw the 
gate as just an 
obstacle to per-
severe over and 
decided to jump 

it. Of the rebels, most got over safely but a 
small number ended up with scratches or cuts 
from the fall. An unnamed student jumped 
the fence and cut their hands and part of their 
wrists, forcing them to get a tetanus shot. 
 
Students are mostly angry about the closing 
of the gate because many paid over $100 for 
their spots to decrease their walk time, but 
now their money has gone to waste. Mr. 
Mackin could not control the economical 
issue because it is the churchõs property, but 
regarding the walking time he believes that 
driving is a privilege and òif you have to walk 
a little, you have to walk a littleó. He also 
clarifies that the shortest distance to walk is 
from the bus drop off to the front of the 
school which is an option many upperclass-
men donõt take advantage of. 
 
Overall the gate has been a hassle for most 
students, but Mr. Mackin is very open to 
discussing other alternatives. 
 

 

Clubs Continued 
However, the camouflage T-shirt sale 
from spirit week has left them in debt, as 
they incorrectly predicted the number of 
people that would buy the shirts.  
To recover, they are having a bake sale on 
Halloween, have plans to sell hot choco-
late this winter, and plan to host an out-
door movie night in the spring with 
SEED. 
 
Senior Class: 
Advisor: Mr. Lupien 
 
The senior class has had huge success 
with fundraisers and events over the 
years, for they have raised approximately 
$14,000 towards prom. To achieve this 
feat, the seniors sold quite a few Otis-
Spunkmeyer cookies, and frequently ran 
the concession stand at sporting events. 
Keep a look out for those $1 chocolates 
too; thereõs a rumor that the seniors may 
begin selling them to help make their 
inexpensive prom even more affordableé 

 
 

 
 
 

Michaela Capicotto 

 
The juniors, class of 2020, at Hendrick 
Hudson High School have had a late jump 
on  fundraising. With the fear of a junior 
prom creeping up, they made some major 
decisions this past September. 
 
At the beginning of the school year, the 
juniors had a mere $122 from the sale of 
stickers and lollipops as sophomores. A 
major source of income for the class was 
winning spirit week this year. That pulled 
in $600 for the class. Knowing that funds 
were extremely low, and without a no set 
goal for bringing money in or a plan for 
how to raise the money, They had to 
make a decision. Therefore, it was decided 
that it would be better to skip hosting a 
junior prom, like the current seniors chose 
last year. 
 
Instead, a vote was sent out (date or gen-
eral info) to choose between a junior for-
mal or nothing at all. During history 
class, the votes were cast.The decision 
was to have a formal. It will cost little to 
nothing because it will be hosted within 
the school; therefore, it [will not ]put the 

juniors in debt. 

 
Led by Mrs. Guadagno, the juniors have 
big plans for fundraising and have high 
hopes for having a free senior prom next 
year! 

Junior Class Club 
Finds its Footing  

By, Indrani Malhotra, Isolde McManus, 

and Zoë Rose 

Freshmen Class:  

Advisor: Mrs. Pipchinski 

Although the freshman class is just getting 

started at Hendrick Hudson High School, 

they have already started holding meetings 

and are feeling enthusiastic about future 

fundraisers. They intend to run an autumn 

themed bake sale in November, with hopes 

to set their class up for success. 

Sophomore Class:  
Advisor: Mrs. Lupien 
 
Although the sophomores have only attend-
ed the High School for one year, they have 
conducted numerous fundraising activities.. 

 
 
 

Loh Continued From Page 1 
 
at any level.ó 
 
Lohõs success is seen in more than 
just her commitment to play at the 
next level. Last year she received all-
League, All Conference, and All Sec-
tion as well as Defensive MVP. This 
season she was awarded Con-Edison 
Player of the Week for the week of 
September 24. 
 
With the Hen Hud Volleyball pro-
gram having a reputation for being 
one of the more cutthroat sports 
within the school, Loh said her team-
mates and her family being so sup-
portive is what kept her motivated. 
She says the program òpushesó her to 
be her best and Swertfagerõs coach-
ing allows her to improve and reach 
her potential. 
 
In addition to her internal motiva-
tion, the best advice Loh was ever 
given was to not òdwell on [her] 
mistakes...because itõs not about me 
itõs about the team.ó 
 
The difficulties of the program are 
overshadowed by the close relation-
ships that have come with being on 
the team. She described the team as 
her òsecond family,ó and continued by 
saying she òcouldnõt ask for better 
people to spend all [her] time with.ó 
 
Continuing with that, teammates 
described Loh as òthe best person to 
be captain.ó Even with her success 
and unveiling talent, Loh remains 
modest and admits when she is 
wrong. They say that part of her is 
what makes her a team player and an 
outstanding teammate. 
 
Loh brought excitement to the Hen 
Hud Volleyball program and was a 
key player within their undefeated 
season. Best of luck to Loh on her 
journey at Rider University. 

Class Club Money Report: Freshman, 

 Sophomore, and Senior Clubs are  

Doing Well  
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Haunted High School 

By Emma Gormley 

Hendrick Hudson High School 
was filled with the clatter of small feet 
and excitement during the night of 
Haunted High School on October 30, 
2018. From five pm to about seven pm, 
children and their parents were led by tour 
guides through the darkened hallways of a 
òspookifiedó high school to enjoy fun activi-
ties in embellished rooms provided by a 
variety of clubs such as HOSA, Math Honor 
Society, Art Honor Society, Lit Mag, and 
many more! 

Highlights included cookie deco-
rating with the National Honor Society, 
bingo with the math honor society, story 
time with Lit Mag, tattoos with Habitat for 
Humanity, decorating and coloring skull 
worksheets with the World Language Hon-

or Society, and a relay race with recyclables, 
pin the heart on the skeleton, and coloring in 
organ worksheets with HOSA and Green 
Team. Club members, most in costumes, 
helped and interacted with the kids in activi-
ties. 

The children were even happier to 
find out that with every room came another 
bowl filled with candy to put into their deco-
rated paper treat bags. 

Even when the tours through the 
club rooms were over, the children were able 
to go into the cafeteria, where they got to 

slide down a fun and mysterious tunnel! 
From the decorations to the activi-

ties to the candy, the children couldnõt have 
had more fun. They were especially spooked 
when walking by a decoration of a man lying 
on a bench which sat up and make a ghoulish 
noise when passing it. Another clever and 
scary design to the school was the use of 
bloody handprints and footprints, particular-
ly the footprints which led to the boysõ bath-
room, bloody handprints on the door. 

This production was so successful 
thanks to all the club members and students 
who helped out. Whether helping to put up 
decorations, supporting their clubs by help-
ing with activities, or giving tours, the stu-
dents of Hendrick Hudson came together as 
one community Tuesday night to form an 
incredibly thrilling and spooky event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Parker Piccolo Hill 
 
Hendrick Hudson is known for its dedicated 
theatre program. Every year, two great 
shows are put on. This year, Clare Carey, the 
director, and Erica Denler, the musical direc-
tor, have decided to put on two musicals, the 
first of which is A Chorus Line. I sat down 
with them to learn more about this yearõs 
productions. 
 
Me: What made you decide you were going 
to do two musicals this year? 
Mrs. Denler: Well, two years ago we did two 
musicals and it just about did me in and I 
swore I would never do it again. But then last 
year, we didnõt do two musicals. And both of 
my own kids were away at college for the 
first time. I suddenly had a lot of time on my 
hands. So I decided, you know what, letõs do 
two musicals again this year, because I have 
the time and the musicals make us more mon-

ey, more money to spend on our next produc-
tion. 
Mrs. Carey: Actually, I base it on the majori-
ty of the kids. We have a lot of seniors that 
we want to be able to highlight that maybe 
wouldnõt be highlighted in the bigger musi-
cal. You know, in the bigger musicals you get 
maybe five, six stars thatõs it. I donõt like to 
do it every year because itõs so expensive, but 
really, we base it on the kids. 
 
Me: How long have you been working for 
theatre here at Hen Hud, and what pushed 
you to get involved? 
Mrs. Denler: Every job that Iõve ever had I 
have always been the musical director. Iõve 
been doing it here for 12 years. The first two 
years I was here, I didnõt do it, because I was 
part time. They had someone else do it. I 
donõt even know who the person was. I think 
they hired somebody in from the outside. 
And then in my third year, a couple of wom-
en that used to work here, theyõre retired 
now, approached me and said òWe want to do 
the directing. Would you be interested in 
being the musical director?ó I said 
òAbsolutely!ó 
Mrs. Carey: This is my fifth year. Mr. 
Mackin got me to start. When the previous 
director retired Mr. Mackin came to me and 
asked me and I said no. And he came back to 
me again, and I said no. And he came back a 
third time and I finally said yes. I wasnõt sure, 
I hadnõt done it in a long time, and I didnõt 
know if I was healthy enough to do it as a full 

time commitment, but I love it. 
 
Me: When you were younger, did you partic-
ipate in theatre/ music? 
Mrs. Denler: I always did the musical, proba-
bly since fifth grade, doing every single musi-
cal and play that my high school offered. I 
also did community theater. When I was in 
college, I did it for the first few years, but 
then I just got too busy. 
Mrs. Carey: Oh yes! As a freshman, I was 
given the lead in Come Blow Your Horn, the 
Neil Simon comedy, and then so on for three 
years. [She graduated early.] I did theater 
here and then the Methodist Church at the 
end of the street here has a stage and my 
friends and I had our own summer theater. It 
was no adults, just us. 
 
Me: What would you like to say about how 
you think the show will turn out? 
Mrs. Denler: Great! It is always amazing, and 
this year will be no different. 
Mrs. Carey: I always think the show has 
turned out great. I donõt treat it like a high 
school show, and I expect the audience to 
come out stunned that it was a high school 
show. So I think itõll be great. 
 
The spring show, which was just announced, 
is Legally Blonde. Be sure to get tickets for A 
Chorus Line starting sometime in January, and 
Legally Blonde after that, because it seems that the 
theatre program this year will be as strong as 
ever. 

All the Worldõs a Stage: Hen Hud Theatre 
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Mrs. Tuminello (left) and Eric Feld-

man (right) photo by Emma Gormley 
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